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Grette is a unique
law firm in Norway

The company consists of over 80 lawyers, several of which
are highly regarded in national and international rankings. We
have a young partnership, and we assist our clients in
various business areas within basic infrastructure:

•
•
•
•
•

Construction
Real Estate
Energy and Industry
Corporate and Finance
Technology and Digitalization.

What sets us apart from our competitors is that all our
lawyers are part of one joint enterprise. We have assembled
a team that really moves in the same direction.
We provide specialised, comprehensive legal services within
our sectors. Our great results are the product of many years
of systematic work and have required a high level of
execution capacity and good cooperation.

Our clients expect us to view their issues from outside our
individual legal fields and involve other lawyers in their cases
when needed. This integrated activity is the key to our further
success and development.

Sincerely,
Advokatfirmaet Grette AS

Jacob S. Bjønness-Jacobsen
Managing partner
jabj@grette.no
(+47) 970 87 898

Grette is full-service; they could handle the whole package and
were co-operative with other lawyers in other jurisdictions
- Chambers & Partners

I. Construction

Grette’s Construction department is the largest
in Norway, consisting of more than 40 employees.
The team has experienced significant growth over
the last few years, in terms of new large clients
and cases.
One of the team’s strengths is the size, making us flexible for our
clients, enabling us to take on numerous new cases on short
notice. The Construction team can at the same time handle an
increased scope in already existing cases as the team is
specialised in different areas such as infrastructure, ground
handling, classical buildings project, energy and construction
litigation.
The team is active in the infrastructure sector, which is a key area
of expertise for Grette. Large contractors, state-owned companies,
country authorities, project management consultants and
insurance companies feature on the group’s client list.

Line Wefald

Jørgen Aardalsbakke

Line Wefald specialises in litigation and
construction law, and she is a key
member of Grette’s Construction
department. In addition to assisting
clients in all phases of construction
projects, her main focus is litigation in
the courts and arbitration. With two
years’ experience working for the courts,
she has a pragmatic approach to
dispute resolution, focusing on working
with a team that is efficient and
methodical.

Jørgen Aardalsbakke offers expertise
within construction law and public
procurement. He has particularly
extensive experience from assistance
on large construction projects within
transport and infrastructure. He is
currently working on the development of
partnering contracts and PPP contracts.
Since 2017, he and Solfrid Aga has
been key advisers in the high-profile
project Rv. 555 Sotrasambandet
– The Sotra Connection.

Anders Myhre

Øystein Myre Bremset

Anders Myhre is a partner in Grette’s
Construction department. He assists
clients within the building and
construction industry, and is an expert
within contract and construction law,
infrastructure, manufacturing and
litigation. Anders has extensive industry
insight due to his relevant work
experience at Veidekke, Statsbygg
and the Ministry of Transport.

In late 2021, Øystein Myre Bremset
joined the group from BAHR. Øystein
is considered one of Norway’s foremost
construction lawyers and has been
highly ranked in Finansavisen’s legal
survey in recent years. Øystein is
admitted to the Supreme Court. Legal
500 writes the following: “Øystein
Bremset is a master in this field. He is
exceptional in court and a very nice
person to work with.”

Marius Svendsvoll Langnes
Marius Svendsvoll Langnes advises
on development projects in a range of
sectors, including offshore oil and gas,
process industries, construction,
infrastructure and renewable energy.
He holds extensive experience in
his field and gives accessible and
directional advice to developers,
contractors, and suppliers on a daily
basis, and in all phases of the project
lifetime.

Solfrid Aga
Solfrid Aga specialises in construction
law, public procurement and general
contract law. She holds extensive
experience in assisting on large
construction projects within transport
and infrastructure, including the
development of PPP contracts and other
construction contracts, as well as
ongoing advice and dispute handling.

Kaj Marsh Duesund

Ingvild H. Andersen

Kaj Marsh Duesund offers expertise
within public procurement and contract
law, including on choice of procurement
strategy, chairing of negotiation
meetings, as well as follow-up and
quality assurance of agreements in
lager infrastructure projects.

Ingvild Hachvaag Andersen specializes
in dispute resolution and works mainly
with litigation on issues related to
contract law and construction law.

"Next Generation Partners”
LEGAL 500 (2020):

Øystein Myre Bremset
Line Wefald

Prizes won – Rv. 3/25

I. Construction

•

Grettes team has been a key adviser to
The Norwegian Public Roads
Administration during the project Rv. 3/25
Løten Elverum.

•

In May 2019, the project won the Gold
Award for the best transport project
amongst all PPP transport projects with
financial close in 2018 in the EMEA.

•

•

Rv. 3/25 is the first Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) project to close in
Norway since 2006 and has been a
pathfinder project for the new generation
of PPP road projects in the country.

•

The project also won the price “Årets
Anlegg 2020” (Byggedagene 2021).

The award recognised Grette's work from
the development of the PPP-model, the
tender documents and throughout the
procurement process. The judges praised
the structuring of project documentation
and risk allocation including a mechanism
to adjust a part of the annual fee
dependent on the accident rate on the
road. They were also pleased that
significant emphasis was placed on the
sustainability and environmental impact
of this scheme.

Links to press coverage:

• https://www.bygg.no/riksvei-3-25-loten-elverum-karet-til-arets-anlegg-2020/1475512!/
• http://www.bygg.no/article/1394220
• https://vegnett.no/2019/05/vegvesen-skanska-prosjekt-hentet-internasjonal-pris/

Public
Procurement

Grette has one of the largest and most recognised public
procurement teams in Norway, with two young, female partners
as practice heads. Grette’s public procurement team is the only
team in Norway which has two ranked partners in both national
and international rankings.
The team remains highly active on public procurement matters, frequently
advising in most sectors, such as IT systems, building and construction,
transport, health, services, infrastructure and energy. We assist with all phases
of the procurement process, such as the preparation of calls for tender,
evaluation of tenders, responding to complaints, as well as litigation.
Our lawyers are sought-after speakers at conferences and seminars, and
regularly cooperates with Anbud365 on larger webinars.

Marie Braadland
Marie Braadland specialises in public
procurement and contract law, including
extensive experience in dispute
resolution and counselling.

Marie assists public contractors and
private suppliers in the planning and
implementation of procurement
processes, appeals and litigation. She
also serves as legal adviser to in-house
lawyers in private and public
organisations.

Silje Grimseth Ullebust
Silje Grimseth Ullebust is a specialist
within public procurement and has
extensive experience with both
consultancy and dispute resolution in
this field. Her background also includes
contract law and construction law, and
she has wide knowledge with a number
of forms of contract.

"Next Generation Partners”
LEGAL 500 (2020): Marie Braadland & Silje Grimseth Ullebust

II. Real Estate

Grette's Real Estate team assists clients in four main
segments:
1. Real estate development – Commercial property and larger
residential projects
2. Transactions and lease agreements
3. Infrastructure and connected legal matters
4. Litigation

We are a leader in the market’s most complex legal
matters such as:
▪ Forward transactions (sale of shares before property is fully
developed)
▪ Converting property to new purposes (including zoning processes)
▪ Creative advice for cheaper and faster building of highways
and litigation of such legal topics before the Supreme Court.
We have experienced a positive response from the market to this
approach. In order to assist as “one stop shop” in complex legal
matters, our real estate team work closely with Grette’s Construction
department and Grette’s Corporate and Finance department with VAT
and Tax specialists. We deliver a broad perspective that covers all
aspects of property development.

Dag Torsteinsen

Kristian Korsrud

Dag Torsteinsen is an expert in real
estate transactions and commercial
property development. He advises large
property developers and owners, and he
is a highly respected lawyer, assisting in
negotiations and frequently asked to
assess complex legal issues.

Kristian Korsrud has 20 years of
experience with real estate development
and transformation projects and has
gained broad industry insight and
knowledge from assisting several of
Norway’s largest private and public real
estate entities with commercial legal
advice.

Ole-Jacob Farstad

Rolf W. Markussen

Ole-Jacob Farstad holds 10 years of
experience in commercial real estate,
mainly in transactions and lease
agreements. His approach is always to
assess and understand the client's core
business, and the rationale behind every
transaction or development project, in
order to offer commercial and legal
advice that will ensure reduced risk
and increased profitability in all projects.

Rolf W. Markussen has 15 years
of experience as a construction and
property lawyer and has accumulated
extensive experience in property and
construction law, especially on
development projects. He also has
extensive litigation experience.

“The team has in-depth knowledge of the
commercial property market both in legal and
commercial terms as well as a broad network
making them up-to-date with recent market
developments.”
– LEGAL 500 (2020)

“They are very likeable and see the whole
person, not just the case or issue.
– LEGAL 500 (2020)

Employment
and pension law
Grette’s Employment and Pension law team act as sparring
partner for many of our customers' HR leaders. Our team provides
fast and efficient decision support and quality assurance – in
unforeseen situations where HR managers need a quick check
of an employer's position prior to arriving at a meeting, and as
an advisor in major decision-making processes.
The team has extensive experience in consulting and dispute
resolution. We specialise in handling the challenges related to
reorganization, transfer of undertakings, adaption and change,
relocation, redeployment and termination of existing employment
contracts. We can also assist with advice on various types of
affiliation such as permanent/temporary employment, hiring
and consulting.
We can assist across the wide spectrum of employment law
and pension law issues.

Thorkil H. Aschehoug

Hege Grønsberg Abrahamsen

Thorkil H. Aschehoug is head of Grette’s
team for employment law. He focuses
on individual and collective employment
law, discrimination law, freedom of
expression, criminal law, as well as
litigation and arbitration.

Hege Grønsberg Abrahamsen practises
in the area of commercial law, with a
focus on employment law and civil
procedure. She has extensive
experience in assisting employers,
including with recruitment, transfers of
undertakings, restructurings and
redundancies.

Andreas Killingstad

Elisa Eichstetter

Andreas Killingstad specializes in
employment law and assists a number
of public and private companies with
issues regarding individual and
collective employment law, including
adjoining legal areas such as pensions.

Elisa Eichstetter is specialized within
individual labor law. She has particular
knowledge of the real estate and
construction industry. Elisa is also part
of Grette’s German Desk, where she
assists German and Norwegian clients
in various disciplines.

III. Energy
and industry

Grette offers a strong and insightful team, meeting all legal
demands from clients within both the energy, offshore and
industry sector, working in innovative ways to meet the future
challenges.
We advise on the development projects from planning and application to
completion; covering issues relating to real estate, procurement, fabrication,
construction, licensing, regulatory, M&A and financing. Grette assists a range
of international and Norwegian actors in the energy market, including energy
producers, project developers, contract suppliers, investors and distribution
operators. We have also been involved in development of energy projects,
offshore projects and offshore wind farms and hold comprehensive experience
in the delivery of large industrial components to onshore and offshore
construction projects.
We regularly assists actors in the entire value chain including seismic, E&P,
offshore, and service providers. Grette has expertise within all relevant legal
areas of the oil and gas industry including petroleum law, corporate finance,
M&A, regulatory, employment, construction contracts, rig and drilling,
shipbuilding contracts and charter parties.

Working in small, interdisciplinary teams, we offer legal advice tailored to
the client’s needs, while ensuring the timely delivery of the project.

"Next Generation Partner”
LEGAL 500 (2020): Thomas Borch-Nielsen

Marius Svendsvoll Langnes

Thomas Borch-Nielsen

Marius Svendsvoll Langnes advises
on development projects in a range of
sectors, including offshore oil and gas,
process industries, construction,
infrastructure and renewable energy.

Thomas Borch-Nielsen specialises in
the renewable energy sector and holds
extensive M&A experience.

He holds extensive experience in
his field and gives accessible and
directional advice to developers,
contractors, and suppliers on a daily
basis, and in all phases of the project
lifetime.

Thomas has over the past years worked
on several large transactions within the
energy sector. Thomas is acknowledged
as «Next Generation Partners» by Legal
500.

Stig Walle

Kristine Høivik Smedsrud

Stig Walle holds extensive experience
from the Norwegian oil & gas sector.
He has worked for the Norwegian
energy giant Equinor for ten years,
where he also led the legal department
in South Korea.

Kristine specialises in contract law, with
particular focus on contract
development, project support and
dispute resolution. She holds extensive
experience from contracts, from sectors
such as energy, construction shipping,
and the process industry.

IV. Corporate
and Finance

Capital Markets

M&A

Grette “makes complicated legal matters easier to discuss” under the leadership
of Andreas Myrstad, who clients praise as being “among the best Norwegian
capital markets lawyers” (Legal 500). The group has recently handled a range of
IPOs, stock exchange listings, transactions and restructurings; it is also a key
name for advising SMEs on high-yield bond mandates and assists state-owned
infrastructure providers with EMTN programmes. Thomas J. Fjell are active in
restructurings and transactional work, while Erik Alsvik Skogsbakken is the
primary debt financing practitioner. The firm works across a range of industries,
with a particular focus on technology, life sciences, financial services, renewable
energy, infrastructure, oil and gas, shipping, construction (both land based and
offshore) and real estate.

Grette’s M&A practice is an up-and-coming and compact corporate M&A team.
Our lawyers stands out for their experience in the technology, life sciences,
financial services and infrastructure sectors, and especially in the renewables,
oil and oil services industries, focusing on larger and mid-market transactions.
The team also has niche expertise in advising clients from German-speaking
countries on international M&A, with partner Roland Mörsdorf heading up the
German Desk. Øyvind Greaker Bjørndal joined the partnership in late 2020.

Banking and finance (including shipping finance)
The banking practice at Grette stands out in the market for its expertise in
financings in the real estate sector, including both bond and bank financings. The
team regularly acts for government infrastructure companies, with extensive
experience advising on the financing of PPP-projects and handling financial and
payment services regulatory issues.

Andreas O. Myrstad

Thomas J. Fjell

Andreas O. Myrstad heads Grette’s
mergers and acquisitions (M&A) and
capital markets group. He focuses on
putting together compact teams that can
deliver high-quality work with short
response times and with hands-on
partner dedication.

Thomas J. Fjell specialises in projects
involving transactions, restructurings,
shareholder conflicts, M&A, equity and
loan financing for private and listed
companies. He provides legal and
strategic advice in relation to
acquisitions, mergers, de-mergers,
financial work-outs and capital market
transactions.

Thomas Borch-Nilsen

Øyvind Greaker Bjørndal

Thomas Borch-Nielsen works with
mergers and acquisitions of companies
(M&A), demergers and company law,
and he is a central part of Grette’s
transaction team.

Øyvind Greaker Bjørndal is a partner in
Grette’s corporate and finance
department and its litigation department.
He assists and advices clients within a
broad spectrum of industries, with a
particular focus on service providers
within renewable energy and E&P.

Roland Mörsdorf

Johan Christian Kongsli

Roland Mörsdorf is a truly international
lawyer, advising corporates and
financial investors from various
countries on all types of M&A
transactions in Norway, and on general
business and corporate matters under
Norwegian law. In addition, Roland
heads Grette’s German Desk which
assists companies from Austria,
Germany and Switzerland when
entering the Norwegian market and
doing business in Norway.

Johan Christian Kongsli advises
commercial banks, savings banks and
other financial institutions in relation to
the issuance of covered bonds,
formation of derivatives agreements,
drafting of loan documentation, due
diligence investigations in connection
with mergers and acquisitions, as well
as capital adequacy requirements and
other regulatory issues.

Erik Alsvik Skogsbakken

Lise Opsvik

Erik primarily focuses on debt financing.
He has extensive experience with the
establishment, negotiation and
restructuring of bilateral and syndicated
Norwegian and international bank loans,
EMTN programs and standalone bond
issues, in addition to establishment of
security interests and guarantee law
issues.

Lise specialises in loan financing and
M&A transaction. She also offers
general legal advice in corporate law.
She assists national and international
private clients, and holds experience in
contract negotiations, contract
development, establishment of security
and due diligence.

Tax and VAT

Grette’s tax practice covers all areas of transactional
and advisory tax and VAT (direct and indirect),
including corporate and acquisition structures
(national and cross-border) as well as all types of
employee share or incentive schemes, procedural
assistance and litigation.
The tax group advises clients from a wide range
of industries spanning the real estate, construction,
financial services, technology, renewable energy
and infrastructure sectors.

Anders Nordli
Anders Nordli is a partner in Grette’s
corporate and finance department. He
specializes in tax, and has gained
extensive expertise within tax and
duties, M&A and company law as well
as commercial property.

Kari-Ann Mosti
Kari-Ann Mosti is a VAT specialist. She
also advises on other types of indirect
taxes. Kari-Ann holds extensive
experience from advising large and
SME companies in Norway and abroad.

“Anders Nordli is a highly competent tax lawyer. He is a
pleasure to work with, and his experience, excellent legal
insight and care for the client make him a go-to advisor
for complex tax and corporate matters. His commercial
understanding is also very good.”
- Legal 500

Grette continues to attract foreign
clients due to the firm's German Desk
Grette’s German Desk, which consists of one German lawyer and various
Norwegian lawyers who are fluent in German and hold LL.M.-degrees from
German universities, advises German-speaking businesses in Norway in all of
our practice areas. Grette’s German Desk provides legal services with the added
benefit of thorough first-hand knowledge of the relevant German legal and
cultural environment.
Grette also has extensive contacts and working relationships with renowned
advisors in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, including law firms, accountants,
financial advisors, and patent attorney firms.

“The firm’s German Desk in Oslo provides specialist advice on transactions between
Germany and Norway. The team is able to provide assistance in German, Norwegian and
English and consists of lawyers with prior experience of working in Germany.”
– Chambers Global (2018)

V. Technology
and Digitalisation
ICT and digitalization is an important factor to improve
everyday life for citizens and businesses and a driver for
innovation and better use of resources in society.
Grette specializes in legal aspects of technology and digitalisation, focusing on:

• ICT law
• IPR/Intellectual property rights: from copyright and patents and other
•

trade secrets
GDPR/privacy, data security and the regulation of new technologies

Our lawyers have experience from both the supplier and customer side. Through
this experience, as well as in-depth inhouse experience, we have unique insight
into and understanding of business models, contracts and intellectual property
rights of technology-driven companies. Next to the ICT sector, we regularly work
with sectors such as banking (fintech), health (healthtech/biotech), property
(proptech) and public administration and research/education. The team is often
used as counsel in mergers and acquisitions in order to qualify legal aspect
related to IT, IPR and GDPR compliance.

Moreover, the team possess ICT legal expertise that ranges from the all types
of ICT contracts and services as well as technology projects from big data, agile
(software) development processes, cloud services and privacy (GDPR), to
licensing, content management, protection of trade secrets and intellectual
property rights, as well as e-commerce, information security, digital signatures
and e-government.
The ICT and digitalization team is headed by Peter Lenda, who holds extensive
experience from the Norwegian ICT sector. He has worked as general counsel
for the Scandinavian part of Sopra Steria for over 8 years, as well as heading
a large IT procurement department in Norway’s largest financial group.

Grette’s capacity within Investigations was recently confirmed by the
appointment of a prominent and highly important public tax investigation

The Norwegian Parliament (Stortinget) has initiated a broad tax investigation
of the schemes and allowances for the members of Parliament (MPs). Grette is
appointed to carry out the investigation. The investigation will address all tax
matters that relate to the schemes and allowances available to the MPs. Among
these are questions relating to the free accommodation and other benefits that
MPs receive. The Parliament’s Presidium has also made the decision to
investigate commuter accommodation rules, and has asked for an assessment
of possible changes in the scheme for severance pay for MPs. Furthermore,
there will be an investigation of individual cases to assess whether certain
benefits should have been liable to income tax.
The investigation is handled by a dedicated team in Grette under the leadership
of investigations specialist Jacob S. Bjønness-Jacobsen and tax specialist
Anders Nordli. The investigation involves very demanding legal assessments,
because several experts point out that The Norwegian Tax Administration lacks
legal basis for several allegations. The matter is of high importance to the
Norwegian public. Secretary General of the Norwegian Parliament states that
“It is essential that the Parliament’s schemes and allowances for the MPs enable
them to carry out their democratic duties. It must be possible for anyone to stand
for election without incurring large additional costs. At the same time, tax must
naturally be handled correctly”. The matter has received broad media attention.

Grette’s report will be published in late November 2021.

Dispute Resolution and Litigation

Grette has based its dispute resolution practice on its focus areas, particularly
construction law, employment law, professional liability and the oil and gas
services industry. We have done this successfully by recruiting experienced
partners with particular litigation experience in our target areas and by training
individual associates. Grette's lawyers are committed to managing risk and
resolving disputes as efficiently as possible. When litigation is unavoidable,
Grette offers expert litigation services, collaborating with our clients to achieve
solutions that are both practical and commercial.
Some of Grette's key clients operate in an area that has a relatively high
frequency of disputes, e.g. within construction law. Our large portfolio provides
for extensive court cases. On average, a Grette lawyer is representing a
construction company in one of the Norwegian courts or in arbitration almost
every other week throughout the year.

Photo: CF-Wesenberg

Highlights – Dispute Resolution

Dispute Resolution and Litigation

•

Grette currently represents a contractor
in the most extensive proceedings in
Norwegian construction law ever – 8
months in the District court – with a value
of over NOK 450 000 000. Grette’s Lead
partner Line Wefald has dedicated 100 %
of her time the last year preparing this
case.

•

Furthermore, Kristian Korsrud
successfully represented Selvaag Bolig in
a fundamentally important dispute before
the Supreme Court regarding the
understanding of practically important
provisions in the Planning and Building
Act. The outcome of the case has already
had a great impact on how the Planning
and Building Act is understood and
practiced.

•

Grettes team lead by Jacob S. BjønnessJacobsen successfully represented IF
Skadeforsikring NUF – Directors and
Officers (D&O) liability insurance. The
Court proceedings were held for five
weeks in autumn 2020. Oslo District
Court ruled in favour of IF Skadeforsikring
NUF and found that there were no
financial loss or causal link between the
lack of injunction and the loss incurred.

•

Øystein Myre Bremset has joined Grette's
department for construction and dispute
resolution. Øystein is a recognized
construction and litigation lawyer and was
admitted to the Norwegian Supreme
Court in 2017.

EU, Competition
and Regulatory
Under the leadership of Odd Stemsrud, the team at Grette provides advice on
strategic and legal communications aspects drawing on our broad understanding
of the drivers of competition and regulatory intervention in Norway and
elsewhere, based on our comprehensive experience assisting high-profile clients
across different industries and jurisdictions to meet their growth and other
commercial or regulatory success targets. Our engagements cover liberalization
(general and regulatory internal market), cartel investigations, market abuse
cases, state aid (with a particular focus on R&D and environmental aid), antitrust
litigation and merger control, as well as regulatory matters in the Life Sciences,
Energy and Transport sectors. We also provide advice on distribution law.
Our recent experience includes successfully advising a shipping client in the
Maritime Car Carrier Case on global and EU aspects both on public and private
enforcement, one of the largest antitrust case touching on Norway in recent
years. Within the sphere of public undertakings we provide EEA/state aid and
regulatory advise to key operators such as Vinmonopolet (the alcohol retail
monopoly) and a plethora of the Norwegian public health undertakings.

Odd Stemsrud
Odd Stemsrud heads Grette`s team for
EU/EEA and competition law and provides
advice on the strategic and legal
communication aspects of competition and
EU/EEA law.

Recruitment strategy
and social responsibility

The firm has grown significantly in recent years. The reasons
for this growth include active recruitment of new personnel in
strategic focal areas. The firm has undergone a strategic and
generational transition in the last few years. A flatter profile
has been developed, sharper industry focus has been
established, enhanced interdisciplinary cooperation has been
put into practice, and a true partnership has been introduced.
This modernisation is also reflected in our gender statistics,
with a 50/50 ratio between women and men.
Grette has achieved “Miljøfyrtårn” (Eco-Lighthouse)
Certification. Eco-Lighthouse is Norway's most widely used
certification scheme for enterprises seeking to document their
environmental efforts and demonstrate social responsibility.

We assist our clients in various
business areas within basic
infrastructure:

Construction
Real Estate
Energy & Industry

Corporate & Finance
Technology & Digitalization

Our diciplines

Asset management, private equity and
venture capital
Capital markets
Climate and environmental law
Company law and corporate governance
Compliance, anti-corruption and
investigation
Construction
Data protection
Dispute resolution and litigation
Employment and pensions

Employment and pensions
Energy
EU/EEA, competition and state aid
Financial regulation
Financing
Fisheries and aquaculture
Infrastructure
Insurance
Intellectual property rights/IPR
M&A
Marketing

Marketing
Offshore construction and industrials
Property transactions and property
development
Public procurement
Public regulation and administration
Restructuring and insolvency
Tax
Technology and digitalization

Advokatfirmaet Grette
Filipstad Brygge 2
Postboks 1397 Vika
0114 Oslo

+47 22 34 00 00
firmapost@grette.no
www.grette.no
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